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The circle of Willis is one of the most famous eponymous structures in human 
anatomy. There is no doubt Thomas Willis demonstrated the anastomotic arterial sup-
ply at the base of the brain. However, this eponymous name does not reveal the his-
tory of the discovery of the ramification, nor does it give credit to the anatomists and 
artists who have contributed to the understanding of this clinically important struc-
ture. 
Here we review the variations of the circle which actually give credit to anato-
mist. Indeed they are the first to face the large number of the variations during dis-
sections, even though radiologists are the ones that more frequently realise their clini-
cal importance. 
Moreover we focus on a very rare variation involving the morphometry of A1 
segment of the anterior cerebral artery as well as the foetal variant which affects the 
posterior cerebral artery. 
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